1S6	LEARNING HOW TO DRESS
would give to their family members. Their teacher said: "Why
don't you make some of your gifts?" She had been visiting in the
homes of her pupils and knew that although money was more
plentiful than it had been, many of the homes were simply fur-
nished and handmade articles probably would be welcomed. She
knew also that most of the children had younger brothers and
sisters and that in some cases the clothing worn was of cheap,
short-lasting quality, so that almost anything the pupils chose to
make would be acceptable.
The pupils liked the idea of making Christmas gifts, but
doubted their ability to make anything nice enough, for they were
beginning to have standards approaching adults' estimate of qual-
ity. At their teacher's suggestion, however, each one listed those
to whom he wished to give presents, and the probable amount of
money he would have to spend. Each one was to seek his parents'
suggestions and approval. The following day each placed the
name of one person on each of three slips of paper and drew from
them one for whom he would make something.
In the meantime their teacher consulted with the homemaking
and art teachers, and together they gathered up samples of useful
and beautiful articles which the pupils might make. These were
placed on the table and they made quite an array—a parchment-
like lamp shade and book cover, a handwoven scarf, glove cases
made of chintz, knitted mittens, an infant cap and jacket made of
flannelette, models of animals of chintz stuffed with beans, and
covered utility boxes. The approximate costs of the articles were
listed according to the kind of materials used, and patterns for
them were at hand.
The children admired the articles, then discussed the suitability
of their choices for the one for whom they wished to make the
gift. When final decisions were reached, the class divided itself
into groups making like things. Papers, pencils, and rulers were
ready for preliminary planning. The teacher had a tentative out-
line of steps for making each object and the approximate time it
should take to complete it. The pupils then made out their own
working plan, and began to figure the amount of material needed.
Needless to say, all the gifts were ready for Christmas, although
some $faw wocters used additional time at noon and in activity
period to complete their gifts. A few pupils brought some gifts

